Ash Wednesday

February 17th, 2010
People are instructed to enter sanctuary quietly and remain in an attitude of somber prayer (The video screen will instruct people accordingly).

Repetitive Singing: Heart of Worship (Bridge)

Your looking into my heart

Your looking into my heart
Opening Prayer (Pastor Trisha)

Pastor: Almighty and everlasting Father, you love all of us and are very quick to forgive the sins of anyone who is willing to be humble and to turn away from doing wrong.  
Lord take our hearts of stone that so often become hardened against You and make them new.  

All: Your looking into my heart

Your looking into my heart
Pastor:  Help us to understand how much our own sinful ways separate us from You. Help us to be sorry enough to change our ways and return to You. 
All: Your looking into my heart

Your looking into my heart 
Pastor:  But also remind us of how much you long to be in relationship with us.  You long for us so much that, by Your great mercy You have made a way for us to have forgiveness of our sins through Your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Song:  The Heart of Worship

Verse 1

When the music fades

All is stripped away

And I simply come

Longing just to bring

Something that's of worth

That will bless Your heart
Pre-Chorus

I'll bring You more than a song

For a song in itself

Is not what You have required

You search much deeper within

Through the way things appear

You're looking into my heart
Chorus 1

I'm coming back

To the heart of worship

And it's all about You

All about You Jesus

I'm sorry Lord

For the thing I've made it

When it's all about You

All about You Jesus

Verse 2

King of endless worth

No one could express

How much You deserve

Though I'm weak and poor

All I have is Yours

Ev'ry single breath
(Repeat Pre-Chorus, Chorus)
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12 (GNT)

1 The Lord says, "Shout as loud as you can! Tell my people Israel about their sins! 2 They worship me every day, claiming that they are eager to know my ways and obey my laws. 
They say they want me to give them just laws and that they take pleasure in worshiping me." 3 The people ask, "Why should we fast if the Lord never notices? Why should we go without food if he pays no attention?" 
The Lord says to them, "The truth is that at the same time you fast, you pursue your own interests and oppress your workers. 4 Your fasting makes you violent, and you quarrel and fight. Do you think this kind of fasting will make me listen to your prayers? 5 When you fast, you make yourselves suffer; you bow your heads low like a blade of grass and spread out sackcloth and ashes to lie on. Is that what you call fasting? Do you think I will be pleased with that? 6 "The kind of fasting I want is this: Remove the chains of oppression and the yoke of injustice, and let the oppressed go free. 7 Share your food with the hungry and open your homes to the homeless poor. Give clothes to those who have nothing to wear, and do not refuse to help your own relatives.  
8 "Then my favor will shine on you like the morning sun, and your wounds will be quickly healed. I will always be with you to save you; my presence will protect you on every side. 9 When you pray, I will answer you. When you call to me, I will respond. 
"If you put an end to oppression, to every gesture of contempt, and to every evil word; 10 if you give food to the hungry and satisfy those who are in need, then the darkness around you will turn to the brightness of noon. 11 And I will always guide you and satisfy you with good things. I will keep you strong and well. You will be like a garden that has plenty of water, like a spring of water that never goes dry. 12 Your people will rebuild what has long been in ruins, building again on the old foundations. 
You will be known as the people who rebuilt the walls, who restored the ruined houses."
Observe Silence
Psalm:  Psalm 51/Wash Me 
Verse 1

Have mercy on me, O God

According to Your steadfast love

According to the riches of Your mercy

Blot out all of my sin

Chorus 1

Wash me

Wash me

Cleanse me

Cleanse me

O Lord, open my lips

And my mouth will praise

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. 5 Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. 6 You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
(Repeat Verse and Chorus above)

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.
Verse 1

Have mercy on me, O God

According to Your steadfast love

According to the riches of Your mercy

Blot out all of my sin

Chorus 1

Wash me

Wash me

Cleanse me

Cleanse me

O Lord, open my lips

And my mouth will praise

14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
Verse 1

Have mercy on me, O God

According to Your steadfast love

According to the riches of Your mercy

Blot out all of my sin

Chorus 2

Wash me

Create in me

Wash me

A clean heart, O God

Cleanse me

And renew a right

Cleanse me

Spirit within me

O Lord, open my lips

And my mouth will praise

New Testament Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 (GNT)
20 Here we are, then, speaking for Christ, as though God himself were making his appeal through us. We plead on Christ's behalf: let God change you from enemies into his friends! 21 Christ was without sin, but for our sake God made him share our sin in order that in union with him we might share the righteousness of God. 6:1 In our work together with God, then, we beg you who have received God's grace not to let it be wasted. 2 Hear what God says: "When the time came for me to show you favor, I heard you; when the day arrived for me to save you, I helped you." Listen! This is the hour to receive God's favor; today is the day to be saved! 3 We do not want anyone to find fault with our work, so we try not to put obstacles in anyone's way. 4 Instead, in everything we do we show that we are God's servants by patiently enduring troubles, hardships, and difficulties. 5 We have been beaten, jailed, and mobbed; we have been overworked and have gone without sleep or food. 6 By our purity, knowledge, patience, and kindness we have shown ourselves to be God's servants—by the Holy Spirit, by our true love, 7 by our message of truth, and by the power of God. 
We have righteousness as our weapon, both to attack and to defend ourselves. 8 We are honored and disgraced; we are insulted and praised. We are treated as liars, yet we speak the truth; 9 as unknown, yet we are known by all; as though we were dead, but, as you see, we live on. Although punished, we are not killed; 10 although saddened, we are always glad; we seem poor, but we make many people rich; we seem to have nothing, yet we really possess everything.

Observe Silence
Gospel Reading: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 (GNT)
1 "Make certain you do not perform your religious duties in public so that people will see what you do. If you do these things publicly, you will not have any reward from your Father in heaven. 2 "So when you give something to a needy person, do not make a big show of it, as the hypocrites do in the houses of worship and on the streets. They do it so that people will praise them. I assure you, they have already been paid in full. 3 But when you help a needy person, do it in such a way that even your closest friend will not know about it. 4 Then it will be a private matter. And your Father, who sees what you do in private, will reward you. 5 "When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites! They love to stand up and pray in the houses of worship and on the street corners, so that everyone will see them. I assure you, they have already been paid in full. 6 But when you pray, go to your room, close the door, and pray to your Father, who is unseen. And your Father, who sees what you do in private, will reward you.  16 "And when you fast, do not put on a sad face as the hypocrites do. They neglect their appearance so that everyone will see that they are fasting. I assure you, they have already been paid in full. 17 When you go without food, wash your face and comb your hair, 18 so that others cannot know that you are fasting—only your Father, who is unseen, will know. And your Father, who sees what you do in private, will reward you. 19 "Do not store up riches for yourselves here on earth, where moths and rust destroy, and robbers break in and steal. 20 Instead, store up riches for yourselves in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and robbers cannot break in and steal. 21 For your heart will always be where your riches are. 
Devotional (Pastor Kevin)

Song: Empty and Beautiful

Verse 1

My past won't stop haunting me

In this prison there's a fight between who I am

And who I used to be

This thorn in my side is a grace

For because of it the flesh and blood of God

Was offered in my place my place
Chorus 1

You fought the fight in me

You chased me down and finished the race

I was blind but now I see

Jesus You kept the faith in me

Verse 2

Where did my best friends go

At my defense they disappeared

Just like Your friends did to You oh Lord

But You were there You gave me strength

So this little one might come to know

The glory of Your name Your name
Chorus 1

You fought the fight in me

You chased me down and finished the race

I was blind but now I see

Jesus You kept the faith in me

Bridge
I'm waiting and set apart

Like incense to Your heart

A libation I'm pouring out

Empty and beautiful, beautiful, beautiful

(Repeat Chorus)

Jesus You kept the faith in me

Savior You kept the faith in me

Imposition of Ashes (Brooke)

The early Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord's passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence and fasting.  This season became known as Lent.  Lent was a time in which people who were new to the faith prepared for Baptism.  It was also time when the whole congregation was reminded of the message of repentance and forgiveness as found in the Gospel.  Most of all this season became a reminder of the need which all Christians continually have to renew their repentance and faith.

With this in mind, I invite us all to observe a holy Lent.  During this season may we allow the Lord to search our hearts and may we return to Him through prayer, fasting, self-denial, giving to the needy and by reading and meditating on God's holy Word. Let us begin this time of repentance now, recognizing that we are mere humans, by kneeling before the Lord, our maker and redeemer. (If you are able to kneel, please kneel right where you are)
(Silence is then kept for a time)
Prayer before the Ashes (Pastor Trisha)
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth: We ask that these ashes may help us remember that we all must die.  We now humbly repent and remember that it is only by your gracious gift that we are given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior.   Amen.
(People may now come forward to receive the ashes from the Pastors.  Return to seats and kneel)

Ashes are imposed with these words:  “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  (These words can be projected at this time)

Litany of Repentance  (Pastor Trisha and People)
(Instruct People to Kneel if possible)

Pastor: Holy and merciful Father

We confess to You and to each other

that have sinned against You through our own fault.

We have sinned by our thoughts.

We have sinned with our words.

And we have sinned with our actions;

not only by what we have done, 

but also by leaving undone things you have called us to do
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  If we did, we would love our neighbors as ourselves and would not hold bitterness and unforgiveness  in our hearts.

All: (sung) Lord Jesus Christ Son of God, have mercy on me, have mercy on me.

Sometimes we pretend not to hear when You, Lord, call us to humbly serve, as You did, all of the many people around us who have needs.  We turn away from the opportunities You give us to share in your humble suffering.  As a result we bring great sadness to the Holy Spirit who gently seeks to guide us.

All: (sung) Lord Jesus Christ Son of God, have mercy on me, have mercy on me.

Lord, we can be so unfaithful.  We can be proud, hypocritical, and impatient.  Most of all we can be selfish, not valuing people simply because you love and value them, but only when we can use them to reach our own desires and goals.

All: (sung) Lord Jesus Christ Son of God, have mercy on me, have mercy on me.

Often, Lord we are so preoccupied with getting ahead in this world that we leave little or no time for You.  Sometimes we even hold a grudge and are envious of others who have more material wealth and have achieved more.

All: (sung) Lord Jesus Christ Son of God, have mercy on me, have mercy on me.

Forgive us for our failure to worship You, to listen to You through prayer and reading Your word.  Forgive us for striking out and doing things on our own without first seeking to hear your voice and to follow.

All: (sung) Lord Jesus Christ Son of God, have mercy on me, have mercy on me.

(round)

Men: (sung) Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on me.

Ladies: (sung) Lord Jesus Christ Son of God, have mercy on me, have mercy on me.
Assurance of Forgiveness: John 3:17 (Pastor Trisha)
God sent not His Son into the world


to condemn the world;


but that the world through him



might be saved.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace  (Brooke)
Christ is our peace.

He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.

We meet in his name and share His peace.

Share the peace of the Lord with one another.

Benediction 

Micah 6:8 (NRSV)
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Response Song:  Uncomplicated 
Verse
Let these feet follow You

Let this mouth speak what is true

Let these hands do Your deeds

To extend Your love to those in need

Pre-Chorus 
Holiness, You’ve demonstrated

A life uncomplicated

Chorus
Doing justly

Loving mercy

And with You walking humbly

Doing justly

Loving mercy

And with You walking humbly

Blessing (Pastor Trisha):  

Go out from this place now


and know that God goes before you,

From before your birth, and on after your death,


you are in a constant and real relationship



with your loving, forgiving, encouraging God.

Live as Children of the Light,


in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 


Holy Spirit. Amen 
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